




















































Engineering Department 
Personnel: 3 

This department is under the superv1s1on of your Township Mana
ger, himself a registered New Jersey Professional Engineer. 

The number of his staff varies with the amount of engineering work 
to be done and difficulty has been experienced in securing competent 
help for temporary positions in this field. 

However, an extensive paving program was completed in 1947, 
with surveys being made by outside engineers. 

The appointment of a Deputy Township Manager 'gives your 
Township Manager additional time in which to survey engineering needs 
and at the same time effect a reduction in the cost of outside consul
tation. 

Routine work of the Bureau consists of keeping tax maps up-to
date; checking site plans for building lots; sketches, lines and grade for 
numerous improvements completed by the Township itself; engineering 
data and copies of maps required by the Council; supervision of the 
work of private utilities; location of old sewer manholes and other un
derground structures; description of property and engineering services 
in connection with the foreclosure of tax title liens. 

Ta king Care of Your Property, 
Buildings and Grounds 
Personnel: 4 

A new public building was added to your holdings last yeur and 
the Township now has · two, the Municipal Building and the Town House, 
the latter old School No. 2, being taken over from the Board of Edu-



cation for reconversion into a Community House. The making over of 
this building is proving to be well worth the expense as a long-needed 
asset to the community life of your township. 

The municipal building houses most of the administrative depart
ments but is still overcrowded although some departments have been 
moved to the Town House. The Police Department is crowded into the 
basement of the Municipal Building and with the rapidly increasing 
population, all the departmental offices are taxed to capacity for work-
ing space. . 

In the north wing of the Town House are the Health Office, Child 
Hygiene Station, Welfare Director, Recreation Director, Red Cross of
fice and workroom and the Community Chest office. 

Most of the remaining portion has been set aside for community 
recreation and community activities, foremost of which is the Youth 
Center. During the greater part of the year, the building is in constant 
use from morning until midnight for recreational purposes. 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
That Ounce of Prevention 
Personnel: 3 

It is the solemn resolve of this department that all homes and build
ings constructed in Tea neck shall be safe for those who work or live in 
them. With the rush to provide more housing facilities and the unpre
cedented erection of Garden apartment units, the task of inspection 
is no small one. 

Some idea of building activity during the past year can be gleaned 
from the records which show a 
total assessed valuation for new 
structures and alterations of $1,-
487,325 which netted the Town
ship over $13,000 in fees. Yes, 
your Township has grown quite 
a little in the last 12 months. 

The head of the department 
is a registered architect and 
under his guidance, builders 
have gladly cooperated in erect
ing structures not only modern 
in design and method, but such 
as to blend in best with the 
character of the neighborhood. 
The local Zoning Ordinances are 
also ·enforced by this depart
ment. 



Personnel: 3-6 

Your administration started 
to take care of shade trees in 
1936 and since that time has re
moved all poplars on the Town
ship streets, menacing the sani
tarv sewers with · their roots. 

The work is in charge of a 
Shade Tree Superintendent who, 

f "D II t as a ormer avey ree sur-
geon, knows his trees and if you 
desire to plant trees in front of 
your property, you must consult 
him as to type, size and spacing. 

Shade tree care, however, is 
only a part of this department's 
work and so many other duties 
have been added to the depart
ment that only a portion of its 

- time can be given to planting, 
care and removal. It now cares 
for all trees, shrubs and flower 
beds in the parks and around 
the municipal buildings and 
since the establishment of the 
victory gardens, has been called 
upon to plow and prepare these 
lots. 

Last year the department de
clared war on ragweed and Tea
neck was the only town in the 
County appropriating funds to 
eradicate this weed. The main 
thoroughfares we r e 'sprayed 
within ten or twelve feet of the 
curb with the effective 2-4-D 
solution and a thorough job was 
done on vacant lots where the 
weed flourished. 



The 

Matter 
of 

Disposal 

Refuse removal in a town of 35,00Q people comes under the head
ing of a big job and this work is entrusted to private scavengers, li
censed by your Township. 

The rates you pay for the disposal of your refuse have been ef
fected as the result of an agreement with the scavengers for the use 

/ 

of lands adjacent to the Overpeck Creek, at the easterly end of Cedar 
Lane, as a dump. They maintain this area in a sanitary condition. Be
lieve it or not, thirty acres of meadow and swamp land have been re
claimed for future park sites as the result of being filled in with refuse. 
Twice a week, from May to October, the area is treated with D.D.T. by 
the County Mosquito Extermination Commission. 



Wei/are :lJeparlmenf 
Personnel: 2 

The administration of relief in Tea neck is supervised by a non-sal
aried Local Assistance Board which is appointed by the Township Man
ager. Appointed by this board is the Director of Welfare whose major 
function is to prevent individuals or families from becoming relief cases. 
This calls for constant contact with outside Red Cross, State Board of 
Children's Guardians. County Welfare Board, Parole Board, New Jer
sey State Commission for the Blind, Veteran Groups, Physicians, both 
in and out of New Jersey and hospitals. 

The total number of persons receiving relief in 1947 was 38. 

At Your Service 
VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE CORPS 

This unit has for many years rendered ambulance service to the sick 
and injured and since its organization in 1940 has answered 2,856 calls. 
H responded to 423 calls in 1947. 

The support of this group is derived from contributions and volun
tary payments for service rendered. 

Today it has one of the few volunteer manned ambulances in the 
State equipped with a 2-way radio which will provide split-second service 
on emergency calls in the same manner as police cars do. 



Canine Care and Control 

DOG CONTROL 
Personnel: I 

Dog-loving residents of Tea neck paid over $5,000 last year for the li
censing of their pets and this money, plus other funds derived from the 
redemption of canines that fell afoul of the Dog Warden, pftid for the 
entire cost of dog control in the Township. 

Every precaution is taken to prevent stray dogs running at large 
and Teaneck boasts of being one of the few towns anywhere to equip 
its Dog Warden's car with a two-way radio hooked up to the Police 
station. 

If your 'Fido' does stray from the fold and is impounded, you can 
rest assured that his boarding accommodations and care are the best in 
a modern, completely equipped dog pound, good enough to receive the 
commendation of the' Humane Society and the State Board of Health. 

As a matter of record, licenses were issued for 2,563 dogs in 1947; 
358 dogs were impounded, of which 54 were redeemed. 

A license for your dog costs $2. If your dog is picked up by the 
Dog Warden, you may reclaim it for $3. 



ARKS 
LANNING 
LAY GROUNDS 

This system was started in 1932 and now numbers twelve parks and 
playgrounds, covering 95 acres. With the conversion of 629 acres of 
Township-owned property, labeled for park purposes, 425 of which it 
is expected will be developed by the County Park Commission, on a~
count of its ideal location along Teaneck's waterways, 20 % of Teaneck's 
area will eventually be used for park and playground purposes. 

During 1948 wading pools have been added in Sagamore Parks, 
Phelps Park and Central Park. Steps have been taken to purchase the 
Terhune homestead farm to provide park facilities in the southwest sec
tion of the town. 





Many towns are following the pattern of planning initiated in your 
Township and but for a Master Plan and a strictly enforced zoning or
dinance, you might wake up some morning and find excavations for gas 
stations on either side of you. 

The Master Plan keeps your town in step with planning progress 
and the zoning ordinance governs the character of zones. In short, the 
latter, without retarding the growth of the town, specifies among many 
things, where business or industry shall be located; what kind of business 
can be operated; where apartments can be built and how much ground 
can be used for an apartment unit. 

This is all part and parcel of a long range program of development 
set up by your Planning Board which has been active since 1932. Its 
members, appointed by the Township Manager under State law, are, in 
addition to the Township Manager, one member of the Council, the 
Assessor and six aitizens. 

As soon as the State Legislature permitted zoning in New Jersey, 
your Township was one of the first in the State to adopt a comprehen
sive zoning ordinance, establish a Planning Board and adopt a Master 
Plan. 

The functions of the Planning Board are primarily to: prepare a 
Master Plan; determine general street pattern; locate and govern size 



of parks, public buildings and playgrounds; approve plans of sub-de
velopers in harmony with the master plan and zoning law; control, guide 
and prepare the growth for the best interest of the Township in keep
ing with the Master Plan. 

Recognizing the fact that the zoning law would inevitably_,-provide 
hardships to some individual owners and that in certain cases and con
ditions, relief should be given so that no individual owner would be de
prived of a just and logical use of his property, the law provides for such . 
exceptions to be handled by the Board of Adjustment. This body is com
posed of five citizens, appointed by the Council and meets on call. 

It acts as a safety valve for the Zoning Ordinance to permit vari
ances or exceptions to be made without breaking the Zoninq Ordinance. 
However, the powers in acting on an appeal or in making changes are 
strictly limited and have never been abused. A public hearing is held on 
every appeal before any change is made and all property owners, as the 
law provides are given an opportunity to express their views. 

Last year recognition of Tea neck's work in the matter of planning 
was given by the Garden Club of New Jersey in awarding a certificate 



of commendation to the Township for Civic Planning. Particular credit 
was given the town for being the only municipality along Route 4 which 
has halted the encroachment of business and industry along this highway 
in order to maintain the parkway character of the route. 

In commenting on T eaneck's planning and zoning program, Herbert 
S. Swan, city planner and industrial consultant, says: "That an avalanche 
of bowling alleys, diners, night clubs, restaurants, taverns and neon signs 
did not spring up on Route 4 is entirely due to the foresight and adminis
trative genius of the public officials of Tea neck. What the people in the 
Township owe to their Council, Planning Board, Manager and other of
ficials, in retrieving the errors of the State Highway Commission, may be 
better understood by comparing local conditions with those along Route 
4 in Paramus and Hackensack. Through ten years of vigorous action, the 
local administration has, by acquiring a substantial portion of the front
age abutting Route 4, done nothing less than convert that portion of' the 
super-highway within Tea neck into one of the most attractive and effi
cient parkways through a built up community anywhere in the United 
States." 



Looking Ahead • • • 

Planning for the future in these hectic times is as difficult a task for 
a governing body as it is for the average individual. Often in a rapidly 
growing community such as Teaneck, contemplated projects cannot be 
carried out because of unforeseen demands upon the Township treasury 
from other sources. As an example, $377,000 was spent in the last three 
years for veterans' housing. Such a program was not forseen but it was 
one, 'which of necessity, had to be carried out with dispatch. 

In this postwar period there will be other demands which will tax the 
Township's treasury but every attempt will be made by your local gov
ernment to carry out the objectives set 11p for the next ten years. Such 
objectives comprise the essential needs to complete the physical make
up of your community. 



':Dedicated :Jo :JJ,,oJe Who (}ave . . . 

:JJ,,at :JJ,,iJ Counlr';f mi'Jhl ~ind ':Di'Jnil';f and Peace 



Whom To Call In Case • 

Six Numbers to Remember 
-::-Fire .... . . .............. Teaneck 7-2085 
"Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Teaneck 6-2600 Or 7-2600 
Municipal Building . . . . ... Teaneck 7-5300 Or 6-8400 
Library ..... .... ..... ... Teaneck 7-4584 
Dog Pound ... ... ... . . . .. Teaneck 6-2600 Or 7-2600 

':'In an emergency, call "Operator"; say "Emergency Fire" 
or "Emergency Police." Be sure to tell where you are call
ing from. Seconds can save lives. 

If you want .information on Call 

Ambulance Police Department 
Assessed Valuation . Assessor 
Birth Certificate Health Department 
Building Permit Building Department 
Burning Permit Fire Department 
Death Certifi ca te Health Department 
Elections Township Clerk 
Engineering Municipal Building 
Garbage Service (Complaints) Health Department 
Health Health Department 
Library Library 
Licenses Township Clerk 
Lights Out Police Department 
Maps Official Engineering Department 
Marriage Certificates Health Department 
Mayor Municipal Building 
Moving Permit Police Department 
Ordinances Township Clerk 
Parks Recreational Department / 

Planning Board Municipal Building 
Playgro unds Recreational Department 
Purchasing Purchasing Department 
Streets and Sewer Assessments Tax Collector 
Streets and Sidewalks Public Works 
Township Counci l Township Clerk 
Township Manager Municipal Building 
Township Property Township Clerk 
Trees Public Works 
Veteran's Services Municipal Building 
Voting Registration Township Clerk 
Welfare Town House 
Zonin g Building Department 

• • 

At 

6-2600 
7-5300 
7-1985 
7-5300 
7-2085 
7-1985 
7-5300 
7-5300 
7-1985 
7-1985 
7-4584 
7-5300 
6-2600 
7-5300 
7-1985 
7-5300 
6-2600 
7-5300 
7-7130 
7-5300 
7-7130 
7-5300 
7-5300 
6-8358 
7-5300 
7-5300 
7-5300 
6-8358 
7-5300 
7-5300 
7-1258 
7-5300 



AllTaxesAreNotTownship Taxes 

COUNTY 
12.0¢ 

TOWNSHIP 
39.1 c; 

LOCAL SCHOOLS 
48.9¢ 

HOW TOWNSHIP'S SHARE IS SPENT 

Debt Service ................................................... 13.14 
Public Safety ................................................ 12.24 
General Government ........................... S.9S 

1948 Public Works ............................................. 3.40 39.11 
Recreation - Library ........................... 2.S8 
Health Charities ....................................... .SS 
San1tat1on ...................................................... 1.2S 



Your Township ·In Brief 

-State Route 4 brings New York City via the George Washington 
Bridge to its doorstep ... but a few miles away. 

-Seven grade schools, a high school and a parochial school com
prise the educational system. 

' -The area of the Township is 6.5 square miles with I 0 I miles of 
streets. 

-Now more than 95 acres of land are being used for parks, play
grounds and play areas. Ultimately, over 629 acres will be available .for 
recreational purposes. A central park project provides a large athletic 
field, tennis courts, picnic grounds, wading pools and ice rinks. 

On November I I, 1930, Tea neck became the first Bergen County 
town to institute Council Manager form of government. 

-TEANECK has become the fastest-growing residential commu
nity in Bergen County, having risen in population from 768 in 1900 to a 
present-day figure of 35,000. 

/ 

-The earliest settlers were of Dutch and Hugenot stock. 

-It is a town of homes with business sections replete with modern 
markets and stores. 

-Its many commuters, who make up the bulk of the population, use 
the two stations of the West Shore Rail~oad and the numerous bus lines 
passing through the town, connecting with New York City ar.d other 
parts of Jersey. 



MAP 

OF 

TOWNSHIP 

Bergen Press, Inc., Englewood, N. J. 
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