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A PROFILE
of

PAUL A. VOLCKER

» K » « » K

Do not suffer your good nature, when application is made,
to say, — ‘yes' —when you ought to say, - ‘no’ — remember
that it is a public, not a private cause that is to be injured

. or benefited by your choiwe. —GEORGE WASHINGTON

» « » « »

Upon learning that Teaneck had adopted the council-manager form of municipal government, Paul A.
Volcker applied for the position of Township Manager. He was then (September, 1930) the City Man-
ager of Cape May, the first municipality in New Jersey to adopt this modern and efficient system of
municipal home rule.

Misfortune almost laid in a heap Paul’s fair hopes of appointment as Teaneck’s Township Manager.
He left Cape May for Teaneck in October, 1930, to meet and confer with the debutant councilmen-elect
under the newfledged government. Near Mt. Holley, his automobile was accidently struck and irrepara-
bly damaged. It must have been "“a guardian angel o’er his life presiding” that prevented serious injury to
Paul. Collecting his shattered wits, he completed his trip to Teaneck by bus, and kept his appointment
with the men who were to form the tenderfoot Township Council, which was soon to make its public debut.
On Armistice Day, 1930, Paul A. Volcker, was appointed Teaneck’s Township Manager, the first act of the
first Teaneck Council under the non-partisan, council-manager form of government. Since that time Paul
has become a distinguished Teaneck statesman. He has exceptional ability as a public administrator, the
highest of ethical standards and ideals, sound judgment, and an even temper. He is exceedingly consci-
entious, and possesses the talent to work harmoniously with others. His accomplishments in Teaneck in
the field of local government are brilliant. He has the admiring gratitude of every citizen who stands for
honest and efficient government.

Our guest of honor this evening was born October 13, 1889, in Hoboken. Paul’'s mother was his
devoted champion until her death in 1943, at the age of 85. Born in Eisenach, Germany, she came to America
when she was 8 years of age, and was graduated from the Hoboken High School, where she later taught.
His father was born in Meppen, Germany; came to this country when he was 26; and entered the whole-
sale tea and coffee business. His death came in 1936, at the age of 75. Grandfather Volcker was superin-
tendent of schools for the Province of Hanover, Germany.




Paul was the first of three children; all boys. When he was an infant, the family moved to Jersey City
Heights, within two blocks of what is now known as Journal Square. In 1895 the family moved to Prospect
Street, Brooklyn, where Paul entered public school. Four years later, they moved to the East New York sec-
tion of Brooklyn. The boys in this locality, of Paul's age, were zealous partisans; that is, they formed them-
selves into exclusive neighborhood gangs, full of mischief, and nearly always up to some youthful escapade,
such as breaking into unoccupied buildings; harassing the corner grocer; or engaging in stone battles. Paul
belonged to the "de Bainbridge’s” gang. The neighborhood grocery store was in the territory of the "de
Marion's” gang. Whenever any errand took Paul to the store, he was accompanied by a protective task force
from his own gang.

Paul graduated from Brooklyn Boys High School in 1907. He entered Rennselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute, where, in 1911, he received his degree as a civil engineer, standing second in his class, and in his senior
year he was taken into the honorary society of Sigma XI.

His first job, as a young engineer, was with the State of New York on the reconstruction and enlarge-
ment of the Erie Canal. He directed the work on the lock, dam, and power house at Lyons. It was in Lyons
where he met and married Miss Alma Klippel. To him she was indispufably the charmingly gracious "vil-
lage queen”, a Vassar graduate, class of 1913, where she had won Phi Beta Kappa.

After work on the Erie Canal was completed, Paul was transferred to the New York State Highway
department, and spent several years building roads in Cayuga County. In 1916, he was appointed City
Engineer for the City of Lebanon, Pa., and directed a million dollar municipal improvement program. Paul
now desired the experience to be gained from association with business men; so, after six years as City
Engineer, he rgsigned to become the secretary of the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce, which position he
held until 1925, when he became City Manager of Cape May.

While in Lebanon, Paul became a Rotarian, a dutiful vestryman and the superintendent of the Sunday
School of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, devoting some of his spare time to rebuking the devil, and denounc-
ing sin. In Teaneck he has served on the vestry of Christ Episcopal Church.

He is the father of four children: Ruth, Louise, Virginia, and Paul, Jr. Ruth was graduated from Sim-
mons College, Boston. She is now the research librarian of the Tennessee Eastman Corporation at Kings-
port, Tennessee. Louise graduated from Barnard, and Chicago University. She is now doing medical social
work at St. Luke's Hospital, New York City. Virginia was graduated from Wellesley, and Chicago Uni-
versity. She is now teaching in the public schools of Illinozs. Paul, Jr. is a graduate of Princeton, and is now
a fellow at the Harvard University Graduate School of Public Administration.

In Paul’s office at the Municipal Building, on the wall back of his desk, in a picture frame, is one of
George Washington's commandments to all public officials. This excellent precept is quoted as a prelude
to this biographical sketch. Any person facing Paul from the opposite side of his desk must see this explicit
instruction to every holder of public office, because it is written in large, bold, — readable — black type. Any-
one seeking a political favor from Paul should find the answer to any improper request in this injuncture
of one of our Country’s leading founders. We wonder whether Paul put it there just for that reason — who
can tell? However, this historic canon, or rule of American official conduct, epitomizes Paul's concepts and
high priaciples as a public official. We are all here tonight to wish him good health, happiness, and con-
tinued success throughout all the years to come.
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